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Introducing the Nakwema Trailway

TRAVERSE CITY, MI - TART Trails and Top of Michigan Trails Council, together with Networks Northwest and in cooperation with local units of government, citizens, advocates, and non-profits, are collaborating to close the 45+ mile gap between two well-established trail networks, the TART Trails and the Little Traverse Wheelway, in northern Lower Michigan. 
The Nakwema Trailway was born from centuries-old transportation routes established by ancestors of today’s Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians and Little Traverse Bands of Odawa Indians. Nakwema is an Ojibwe term translated as “where paths connect.” 
The Nakwema Trailway project in particular began in 2004 with community leaders in the Village of Elk Rapids looked to reestablish non-motorized trails as means of connecting the community and supporting the economy. A landmark Trailway, once complete, Nakwema will in turn connect a 325-mile trail network that spans across the state, helping Michigan lead the nation as “The Trails State.”
The Trail passes through the unique flora and fauna that help define our region, allowing users to experience exceptional scenic land and waterscapes, while also celebrating the agricultural landscapes which is a cornerstone of our local economy. 
With as few road crossings as possible, the proposed Trailway offers a safe way to move throughout the region. Nakwema connects over twenty five protected areas including Maple Bay Natural Area, Barnes Park, and Fisherman’s Island State Park, each of which provide access to the pristine shoreline of Grand Traverse Bay. 
Nakwema pays homage to the people who first created these routes, and the land and water that they wind through. Discover the rich history and character of the communities and cultures connected by Nakwema. While promoting a healthy environment, thriving economies, and resilient communities, the Trail contributes to the existing vibrancy and vitality of Northwest lower Michigan.
Collaboration is at the heart of this mission to construct and maintain over 45 miles of Trail that passes through eight townships and three counties. In order to realize this vision, we are working with community leaders and partners on a comprehensive strategy for fundraising, design, and construction. Nakwema will be built utilizing state and federal grants, contributions from the local units of government, as well as private funding. We are uniting to reach our estimated $50M fundraising goal, with a projected 60/40 split between public and private sources.
We are currently working on trail design and engineering in key sections of this planned corridor. To the south, we have the first trailhead on the ground at Bayside Park in Acme Township with new trail connections coming to Acme in 2021. Working our way north, we now have a preliminary trail route from Acme to the Village Elk Rapids along the west side of US-31 that was determined after years of community and public input. The Village of Elk Rapids is leading trail routing efforts through the Village in 2020. To the north, thanks to support from the Michigan DNR, we are working on preliminary design in Fisherman’s Island State Park on what will be an incredibly scenic section through wooded landscape, with breathtaking views of Lake Michigan.  
Join us on our journey in creating a Trailway that honors the beautiful land, water, and people connected throughout this corridor. To learn more about this ambitious project, and to stay up to date on the latest developments, please visit nakwematrailway.org.   
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About TART Trails
TART Trails, Inc. is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization formed in 1998 and located in Traverse City, Michigan. TART works to enrich the Traverse region by providing a network of trails, bikeways and pedestrian ways; and encouraging their use. 

